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SPRING NEWSLETTER 2020

Friends of Brockenhurst

A Message from the President and the Chair

We would like to extend a warm welcome to all our 
members in these strange and challenging days. We are 
sure those of you who are unable to follow usual routines, 
and are isolated from family and friends are now wishing 
that the wretched C19 would blow itself out and allow us 
to resume normal life.

We urge you to be patient and remember that the 
nursing and medical staff are working their socks off and 
endeavouring to save as many patients as possible. This is 
one occasion when Barbara is pleased that she is too old 
to be recalled to the fray and that Derek feels the same, 
although it is also frustrating.

Unfortunately FoB has to cancel the Spring Meeting but 
hope that our speaker will be available when we can 
reschedule things.

This message is coming to you as an email newsletter put 
together in this format so that our delivery volunteers 
are not put at any risk. We urge you to share it with 
neighbours who are not members of FoB.

Please keep yourselves well and let’s look forward to 
the time when we can once again hug our children, 
grandchildren and friends.

With very best wishes

Derek and Barbara

Keep up to date at:
www.friendsofbrockenhurst.org.uk/covid19

Spring has sprung...

Whilst we are all staying indoors for longer and only 
taking our daily exercise allocation, the forest has been 
busy preparing for spring.

The recent glorious weather has pushed everything 
forward with a burst of fresh green leaves, bluebells 
rising from the forest bed and the wonderful sights of 
spring blooms coming out.

Added to this is the sound of the forest not just the 
wonderful peace and quiet, with the reduction in cars 
and passing vehicles, but the sounds of trickling streams, 
singing birds and passing wildlife - it truly is refreshing to 
hear the sound of nature as she intended.

So please, enjoy your daily walk and excercise and keep 
safe - but just for a few minutes close your eyes, take a 
deep breath and be thankful of this beautiful, enchanting 
and magical place we have the pleasure of calling home. 



YOUR COMMITTEE

The Treasurers Financial Report is an important item in 
the monthly meetings as FoB does like to donate to local 
causes. Obviously our ability to give depends upon the 
number of our members and what we all subscribe and 
our necessary expenditure on Newsletters and Spring 
and Autumn meetings. What remains can be given to 
deserving causes.

We are proud that in the last couple of years, for example, 
FoB has helped with:

•	 Holidays at Home. 

•	 A donation to the Primary School PTA for their 
adventure playground.                                              

•	 Equipment for Brockenhurst Youth Football Club                                         

•	 A new bowling machine for the Cricket Club Colts 
youth teams.                

•	 Defibrillator. There are three trained personnel in 
Brockenhurst to use defibrillators. They have to 
provide their own packs and equipment. FoB is 
helping to fund one of these packs.

(When the businessman 
Kerry Packer sponsored 
defibrillators in Australia 
some years ago 
following a heart attack 
they were affectionately 
known as Packer 
whackers. Hey ho.) 

A larger than normal 
sum was given to the 
defibrillator as it was felt 
that this could benefit 
all age groups within 
our village.

The Planning Report is another regular item on the 
Agenda. There is a subcommittee of three for this subject 
who investigate all applications submitted for that month. 
Two members of this subcommittee also sit on the Friends 
of the New Forest Planning and Transport Committee. 

Working on the basis of “no change is good change”, 
FoB will object to anything that it believes will have an 
adverse effect on our village. We are able to campaign 
in our regular meetings with the senior executives of the 
NPA.

FLOODS AND BROCKENHURST

In recent times there has been a lot of discussion on climate 
change (“CC”) and whether it is responsible for the floods 
experienced by the Somerset Levels and the River Don 
in Yorkshire amongst others. Also the storms Ciara and 
Dennis which bombarded our shores.

It appears that, worldwide, many feel that not enough 
is being done to address this phenomenon of global 
warming. The change in climate appears to have been a 
significant contributor to local flooding. Although a large 
number of houses in Brockenhurst have never been 
flooded they lie within the Environment Agency’s Flood 
Risk Zones.

The New Forest is a designated Ramsar Site. Ramsar sites 
are areas of wetland of international importance. A 1971 
treaty promises to protect these sites for conservation 
and sustainable use. Brockenhurst Flood Action Group 
(“BFAG”) was awarded funding by Hampshire CC to learn 
more about CC threats and how best to mitigate them in 
benign and cost effective ways.

Brockenhurst residents will know the meaning of wet. 
Heavy rainfall has often caused our roads to flood. A 
myriad of streams flowing into the village exacerbates 
the problem as the occasional flooding of Burley Road 
bears witness. However, there is much that can be done to 
reduce the threat.

BFAG, coordinated by Peter Hebard, has been active 
in finding practical solutions to some of Brockenhurst’s 
flooding problems. The most obvious examples of their 
work has been the bridges at Latchmoor and Balmer Lawn 
Road. Flooding beneath these bridges has been much 
reduced. However, there is still more that can be done and 
everyone can play their part.



BFAG has developed an excellent collaboration with 
Hants Highways in diagnosing problems and enlisting the 
support of local authorities, landowners and businesses 
to help deliver the solutions. If even Network Rail and 
Southern Water have played their part, many of these 
initiatives have saved cost, much of it comes down to 
reinstating long forgotten maintenance in the most critical 
locations. A couple of hours work by the Parish Council’s 
Lenghtsman each Autumn was able to save Hampshire CC 
costly call outs.

For more information regarding the work undertaken by 
Brockenhurst Flood Action Group, please see the article 
by Peter Hebard on our website.

President: Derek Browne, 622421
Chair: Barbara Ball, 622691 

Hon Secretary: Ross Mitchell, 622203
Treasurer: Tim Angel, 623187

Planning Secretary: Graham Baker, 623935
Minutes Secretary: Linda Hollins, 623797 

Additional Committee Members:
David Eley, 623197   Gerald Parker, 622574

Philip Butt, 624439   

The Society exists to protect, improve and develop 
the character and amenities of Brockenhurst and the 
surrounding forest area for the benefit of the residents 
of the village and of the wider community.

It shall concentrate especially, but not exclusively, on 
matters relating to planning, environment and the 
welfare of the community and will seek to influence local 
and other government bodies to advance its objectives.

In particular, it shall carry out regular and detailed 
reviews of all regional, structure and local plans, together 
with significant local planning applications, making 
representations as appropriate.

The Society also aims to invite speakers on matters of 
interest to its AGM and Spring meetings.
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FOB COMMITTEE

AIMS & OBJECTIVES




